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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ILLINOIS STATE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, MAY 13-14, 1909. 



The tenth annual meeting of the Illinois State Historical 
Society will be held in the Capitol building at Springfield 
on Thursday and Friday, May 13 and 14, 1909. 

At the last annual meeting held in January, 1908, the 
constitution of the Society was amended and the date of 
the annual meeting was changed from January to May. 
Those members of the Society who attended the meeting on 
the evening on which the address on Stephen A. Douglas 
was delivered by Gen. A. E. Stevenson, will not soon forget 
the exceptionally bad weather which they endured. The 
Secretary of the Historical Society took especial notice of 
the weather on the days which would have been most likely 
selected for the annual meeting of the Society if the change 
in the date had not been made, and she reports that the 
very worst day of the winter of 1908-1909 was the last 
Friday in January, the 29th day of the month. 

It is hoped that this meeting, the tenth anniversary of 
the organization of the Society, will be the largest and 
most successful meeting which it has ever held. A splendid 
program has been arranged and local historical societies 
have promised to send representatives, but the officers of 
the Society feel that the members ought to make an effort 
to attend the meetings and take an active part in the busi- 
ness of the meetings and of the Society. In all organiza- 
tions there must be a working force and the officers of the 
Illinois State Historical Society do not complain that their 
labors are arduous. Such labors are labors of love and 
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devoted interest, but they feel that it is to the interest of 
the Society that a larger number of its members take part 
in its labors and its councils. 

Among the number of gentlemen and ladies who will 
deliver addresses at the annual meeting are : President E. 
J. James of the University of Illinois ; Judge 0. A. Harker, 
Dean of the Law School of the University of Illinois ; Hon. 
William A. Meese of Moline; Prof. J. A. James of the 
Northwestern University at Evanston; Prof. C. E. Carter 
of Illinois College, Jacksonville; Hon. J. McCan Davis of 
Springfield; Mr. Clinton L. Conkling of Springfield; Mrs. 
Eleanor Atkinson of Chicago, the noted writer on Lincoln 
and western history ; Mrs. Harriet Taylor of the Newberry 
Library, Chicago; Mr. C. M. Burton of Detroit; and 
Miss Cora Agnes Benneson of Boston, Mass. Miss 
Benneson is a native Illinoisan, born at Quincy. 
She is a very prominent lawyer of Boston and 
is the trustee of the Edward Everett estate. Miss Benne- 
son graduated at Ann Arbor with the degree of A. B. She 
then applied for admission to the Harvard Law School, 
but, though her application was signed by five Harvard 
alumni, she was refused admission on the ground that the 
equipments were too limited to admit of receiving women. 
She returned to the University of Michigan, received her 
higher degrees, LL. B. and A. M., and was admitted to the 
bar in Michigan and Illinois. She then made a journey 
around the world. Her life has been and is a very busy 
one, and the Illinois State Historical Society is to be con- 
gratulated that she is willing to make the long trip from 
Boston to deliver a paper before it. 

There will be other noted speakers with whom arrange- 
ments are not yet completed and for which reason the 
Journal does not feel at liberty in this issue to mention 
their names. 

The Springfield members of the Society will as usual 
look out for the comfort of the visiting members and attend 
to the social features of the meeting. 



